A Big Congratulations to VAIL Staff
In October, Katherine Gaines, one of VAIL’s
Community Living Specialists, got engaged to boyfriend,
Anthony Bell, (with the help of one of her closet friends) on
the back steps of the Jefferson Memorial in Washington D.C.
as a tie back to her hometown of Charlottesville,
VA.

Monique Ware, our
Consumer Directed Services
Facilitator, welcomed her new
baby girl, Nalia Giselle (pictured
below), 6 months ago. Nalia loves
cuddling, watching TV, cooing,
and chewing on her little fingers.
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Schedule of Events
May 15th — Board Meeting
May 19th — Seminar on Able Now & 529
Plans
May 28th —Memorial Day, VAIL’s closed

3210 Peoples Drive
Suite 220
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

July 4th — Independence Day, VAIL’s
closed
July 17th — Board Meeting

In this issue of preVAIL
VAIL has been involved in a
great deal of activities
including advocacy efforts,
fundraising events,
supporting community
members, etc. Inside, is a
look at everything that’s
been going on and what is
yet to come.

Including…
 The Artic Dip
 IL Day
 Info about the
 Community Block
Grant activities
 And
much,
much
more!

August 12th — Chili Throwdown
September 3rd — Labor Day, VAIL’s
closed
September 18th — Board Meeting
September 29th—Fall Bingo Event

Learn all about
what VAIL is on
the recently
launched, totally
accessible website!

RESOURCES
www.govail.org
or like us on
Facebook!
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Staff Shout Out

Gayl with VAIL, Back at It

This issue’s staff shout-out goes to
the one and only, Kim Murray. Kim,
the Program & Development Coordinator, is the go-to around the office. She is both knowledgeable and
supportive and works diligently.
Kim is the one to thank for the execution of many events VAIL has put
on. She has put forth a significant
amount of effort for the Fair Housing Training, Gucci Cooking and the
Artic Dip. Her
work does not go
unnoticed and is
greatly appreciated by all that she
comes into contact with.

On January 31st, select staff from VAIL headed to
Richmond, Virginia for another day of advocating for
individuals with disabilities. Along with our agency, other
CILs around Virginia were in attendance to speak with
local delegates and senators about the current legislation.
VAIL had the opportunity to speak directly with Senator Creigh Deeds as well as legislative assistants. This
included Holly Herman on behalf of Senator Emmett
Hanger, Jennifer Aulgur on behalf of Senator Mark
Obenshain, Chad Funkhouser on behalf of Delegate Tony
Wilt, Will Wrobleski on behalf of Delegate Steve Landes,
and Nicole Manley on behalf of Delegate Ben Cline.
In meeting with these individuals, Executive Director
Gayl Brunk discussed our top legislative priorities and the
support that we will need. The priorities addressed
permitting cannabidiol oil or THC-A oil to be used for
medical conditions, the funding for community based services, and permitting individuals to make decisions about
life sustaining treatment.
Following the meetings, the staff gathered at the St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church with other CILs and individuals
who were also advocating for the integration and inclusion
of all people with disabilities into all aspects of society.

Big News!!
On March 24th, 2018, the Ms. Wheelchair Virginia Gala was
held at the Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center held .
Linda Gail Newell received the 2018 Titleholder and took
home a silver crown. Linda Gail has been involved in many
things and her determination paves her work towards raising
awareness for
accessibility in
facilities and services.
A huge
Congratulations
to Linda Gail and all
the hard work she has
done to keep individuals independent in the
community.

Fair Housing Training
On January 25th, VAIL hosted a
CDBG Housing Made Equal Seminar.
We were fortunate enough to have Mahalia “Mally” Dryden-Mason, training
specialist from the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation,
come speak and teach about the Fair Housing Act and the
Virginia Fair Housing Law. Following the presentation, all 60
participants were given a certificate of completion for Fair
Housing Training. A big thank you to all involved!

More to Come …
As apart of the Community Development Block Grant,
VAIL will host a Fair Employment Training, Gucci Cooking, and a Seminar on Able Now & 529 Plans.
Official dates for these events can be found on the front
page under “Calendar of Events.”

4th Annual Artic Dip:

$23,013
RAISED

Mark Your Calendars
VAIL’s Fall Fundraiser
The Rocktown
Chili Throwdown
When: Sunday, August 12th
12-6 p.m.
Where: Three Notch’d Brewing
Company
What: Chili tastings from local
restaurants and live
music

All proceeds benefit VAIL.

RECORD BREAKING!

On Saturday, February
17th, over 100 individuals
from around the area came
out to Shenandoah Acres Family
Campground for VAIL’s 4th annual
Artic Dip. With temperatures
hovering in the 30’s and a fine
mist of rain coming down, 69
individuals dipped their bodies into the freezing lake water in an effort to
raise money for VAIL. Overall, we were able to raise $23,013. This the
first year that we were able to not only reach but exceed our goal of
$20,000. A big thank you to our generous sponsors: LD&B Insurance and
Financial Advisors, Magellan Cares Foundation, Anthem HealthKeepers,
Wednesday Afternoon Fine Arts League, James River Equipment, Interchange Group, Rockingham
Cooperative, Hollister, Inc., Ritchie Law Firm, and Barking Bubbles.
Congratulations to Team Avante for raising more
funds per capita than any other team!
Congratulations to Gabe Bruce for, once again,
raising more than any individual participant!

